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THE INTERNATIONAL OPH-
THALMOLOGICAL CONGRESS. 
With the report made and adopted 

at the New Orleans meeting, the move-
ment for a world Congress on Ophthal-
mology has taken definite shape; and 
has entered upon the stage of active 
development and preparation. The 
time suggested for it, April, 1922, 
leaves the period for preparation short 
enough, for there is much to be done. 

Washington, where the Congress is 
to be held, is in many ways the Amer-
ican city best adapted for such a gath-
ering. But it is expected that the 
guests who come from other countries 
to attend the Congress will be enter-
tained in many of our cities, and will 
see something of America's material 
progress, resources, and scenery. I t is 
time for American ophthalmologists to 
get busy. Some of the preparations for 
the Congress must begin at once, and 
be pushed vigorously to achieve the 
best results. 

First we can support the Congress 
by joining it. The expense it must en 
tail has already begun. A wide corre-
spondence, both domestic and foreign, 

must be carried on, to extend the nec-
essary invitations, and effect the pre-
liminary arrangements. The member 
who now sends in his membership fee 
(ten dollars) in the Congress, will not 
regret that it is paid; and he will help 
when the help is most needed. He will, 
too, receive the bulletins that will from 
time to time be issued, keeping him in 
touch with what is being done in this 
organization in which all ophthalmol-
ogists, particularly those of America, 
should be actively interested. Prob-
ably no greater help could be given the 
Secretary of the Committee when he 
goes abroad next month, to attend the 
Oxford Ophthalmological Congress, 
than to enable him to announce that 
more members have already joined the 
Congress than the total attendance at 
the only other International Ophthal-
mological Congress held in America, 
at New York City in 1876. 

Those who propose to offer papers 
for the Congress have little enough 
time to prepare them. The subject 
should be selected at once, all the avail-
able literature bearing upon it should 
be read, and the experiments that may 
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settle points that would otherwise re-
main in doubt must be made. The first 
reading will be likely to open up a 
much wider range of related literature 
than had before been supposed ; or some 
important article may prove very hard 
to get. The experiments may have to 
be. modified and repeated, or may re-
quire much more time than was at first 
expected. Pathologic specimens and 
slides may only yield the most valu-
able lessons when carefully restudied, 
after a considerable period of thought 
and investigation; or a sound judg-
ment can be passed on them only after 
other specimens and slides have been 
studied, with equal care and thought. 

The paper may not take five min-
utes to read; but its importance, the 
respect it will secure for its author, 
the permanence of its place in the lit-
erature, the benefit it will confer on 
the profession will depend on the 
breadth of reading, the depth of 
thought, the months and years of ef-
fort that have gone to its preparation. 
For any paper that is worth writing the 
actual time and labor spent upon its 
composition is only a minute fraction 
of the time spent upon preparation to 
Write. 

Even by those who only expect to 
discuss a paper, the same kind of 
preparation should be made. As the 
subjects for discussion are announced 
in the bulletins of the Congress, those 
interested should take up systematic 
reading on these subjects, should go 
to their case records and carefully en-
deavor to trace the later history of 
these cases; and should be able to pre-
sent in their discussion accurately as-
certained final results. The scientific 
success of our Congress, the import-
ance of the place it will occupy in the 
history of ophthalmic progress, depend 
on the careful preparation made for its 
scientific proceedings, in the two years 
that are to elapse before it convenes. 

A third kind of preparation, that will 
contribute greatly to the satisfaction 
of those who make it and also to that 
of our visitors, is study of the lan-
guages that will be used in the Con-
gress, and in the volumes of its 
transactions. The "official languages" 

of the Congress will be English, French 
and Spanish. That means all papers 
and renfarks in discussion, that will be 
published in the Transactions of the 
Congress, will have to \>e. translated 
into one of these languages. Other 
languages also will be heard in the 
discussions. 

It is quite possible for even a busy 
ophthalmologist in two years to get a 
good reading and listening knowledge 
of one of these languages, and even to 
master it so as to be able to communi-
cate rather easily with a visitor who is 
wholly dependent upon it. The study 
of a language is so totally different 
from the ordinary care and worry of 
practice, that it will bo felt as a recrea-
tion rather than a task to one who is 
interested. 

To carry on this kind of study one 
should get a good grammar, should 
have lessons from some one who 
speaks the language; and should un-
dertake to do some ophtlialmic reading 
in it, to become familiar with the spe-
cial words and phrases with which he 
is concerned. For the latter purpose 
the leading ophthalmic journals, par-
ticularly those that give considerable 
space to review matter; or a good re-
cent text-book on ophthalmology in 
the language studied, will be of great-
est service. Where there are two or 
three ophthalmologists living in the 
same town, they can take up the lan-
guage study together; and will find it 
yet more interesting and valuable. This 
kind of preparation is not to be made 
for the Congress alone. The very 
moderate command of another lan-
guage is preparation for communion 
with foreign colleagues, for travel 
abroad, for interesting and profitable 
reading thruout life. 

The Committee to arrange for the 
International Congress has selected 
the following as its officers: Chairman, 
Ceorgc E. de Scljweinitz of Philadel-
phia ; Secretary and Treasurer, to 
whom membership dues should be 
sent, Luther C. Peter, 1529 Spruce 
street, Philadelphia. Chairman of Sub-
Committees: Finance, William H. Wil-
mer, Washington, D. C.; Organization, 
Edward C. Ellett, Memphis, Tennes-
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see; Membership, Walter R. Parker, 
Detroit, Michigan; Scientific Business, 
Edward Jackson, Denver, Colorado. 

The membership and organization of 
the various committees, both general 
and local, will probably be announced 
in a bulletin regarding the Congress at 
an early date. The undertaking is 
well begun, it is an important one, the 
time is short for what has to be done. 
Let us get to work and make the In-
ternational Ophthalmological Congress 
of 1922 a scientific success, that will 
win respect for ophthalmology as 
studied and practiced in America; both 
from ophthalmologists thruout the 
world and from the general public, that 
too often fails to discriminate between 
the scientific worker and the charlatan. 
Let the committee know soon who in 
each city are actively interested, ready 
to join in the Congress, and to work 
for its general success, and the enter-
tainment of foreign visitors who may 
visit that city or region. 

E.J. 

CATARACT OPERATIONS. 
The series of papers published in our 

April number, dealing with questions 
regarding operations for cataract, il-
lustrates the present thinking of oph-
thalmic surgeons about problems that 
have claimed a large share of the at-
tention of their predecessors for 250 
years. Nearly all the forms of cata-
ract knife that have since been advo-
cated by men whose names were cm-
ployed to designate them, were used 
and described by the first generation 
of operators who followed Daviel. Yet 
they still continue to be forgotten, re-
invented and tried again. 

The fact seems clear that there are 
many slightly differing modifications 
of technic, any one of which may be 
adopted with success. Having mas-
tered one of them and used it well, the 
surgeon should adhere to *it and be 
slow to change. Having thought out 
his plan, and gained the skill in using 
it that comes only with actual practice, 
let him not give it up at the behest of 
the latest article describing a new (?) 
modification. Possibly among the 

large number of methods advocated a 
few will finally be judged better than 
his own; but for him, and his patients, 
the plan he has made his own by mas-
tering it, will always be best. 

Proposed variations in technic may 
be judged, however, by certain prin-
ciples that are fairly well established. 
A simple technic is always to be pre-
ferred. This is often forgotten among 
the claims of novel and "improved" 
methods. The first question to be 
asked about a modification is, does it 
make the procedure more simple? If 
it does not, it should be regarded with 
skepticism. This claim of simplicity 
is the strong one put forth in one of 
the papers of the series referred to. 
Next after simplicity we would rank a 
smooth incision, then the conjunctival 
flap to guard against infection, and in 
general the least incision compatible 
with avoidance of bruising the tissues. 

The discussion of special modifica-
tions and procedures is endless. It 
will go on wherever a paper on cata-
ract operations is read before a society. 
We will not here enter upon it. But 
it needs to be reiterated that certain 
general surgical principles should dom-
inate all plans. They must not be lost 
sight of in the enthusiasm for what is 
supposed to be new, and is hoped to 
be better; and within wide limits in-
dividual skill is more important than 
any special method. E. J. 

BOOK NOTICES. 
American Academy of Ophthalmol-

ogy and Otolaryngology. Transac-
tions of the Twenty-fourth Annual 
Meeting. 8 vo. 484 pages. Illustrated. 
Clarence Loeb, M.D., Editor. Pub-
lished by the Society. 

About one.-half of this volume is 
given to the 21 papers and discussions 
on subjects relating to ophthalmology. 
Several of these papers, and an ab-
stract of the discussions are published 
in this Journal, as original papers and 
under the heading of Society Proceed-
ings. They compare well with similar 
transactions of other societies, both as 
to novelty and practical importance. 




